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PEDAL POWEI

Dickon Ross tries out a mad but fun electric bicycle with the inventor in Berlin

Bigycle saddle

Alurninium
frame hand-
built by aRochii

Muotorcycle
number piate - the
legal requirement

Motor DL Bicycle pedals energy from the
permanent magned by FOX pedalling to blast
motor with Bkl nut as exira powear
Tyres Classic power, asused in
Motocross wheels Metzeler MEa2 elechic cars

| CLIME ON, flick the switch to turn
o the fuice and star pedalling..very
slowly at first because | don't hnow
what to expedt here..a itfle tiny bit
faster and - woah! | can really feef the
matar kickin 'm not geing fustburir's
the acceferation that suiprises: | have to
fold on tight or the bike wiil leave me
pihind..

| am riding one prototype and
sitting on anather one next 10 me
is Stafan Gulas of eRockit - the

Batlery

346 lithium-ion phosphate calls housed in carbon fibre casing.
These are Imported from America and account for half the cost of
the bilke but give maximum power for their weight. They are fup-of-
the-range bafterles, the same type used by the Mclaren F1 team for
the car's Kinetic Energy Recovery System, in which they store some
aof the energy that would otherwise be wasted during braking.

Generator siores

used to, And I'd really like 1o get

company that builds these
used fa it because it is purs fun -

extraordinary machines. We truise

out of the driveway of the eRockit
garage in a suburb of Berlin, and
pick up speed down the road. The
cantrals are simple — on, off, pedal
faster to go faster, stap pedalling
to slow down and brake to stop,
It's not really very differentto a
bicycle, but the batteries make it a
lot heavier and although 'ma
keen cyclist it takes 2 bit of gatiing
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which is exactly what Stefan says
It's meant to be,

Speed is relative, he points out,

5o 2amph seems a reasonable
cruise on a bicycle and 30 seems

quite fast, but in a car if's nothing.

The kind of electric bike your

granny might ride to the shopshas

a top speed of around 2omph.
stefan shows mewhat the

Motocross handiebars

Fromt fork and bral
Boo Motocross

Mudguards
made in carl

can do with a little practice b
riding it up and down the 1o
He's pedalling gently but the
is shooting along at s fop 51
of about somph. That would
slow ona matonway but this
suburh. He's weaving arount




Top speed semph

Range 4o-50 miles on one charge

Weight 110kg

Wheelbase 1465mim

Charging time 3 hours

Typical fuel running cost £5-10 per month

(0, amissions (&l German power plant] 33g)km {13500 motorhike is BEg/km

umming noise, The effect is
eadturning — everyone does a
louble-take and thenan open-
nouthed gape, which turms info a
irpad smile, ‘Awesome, saysone
iasser-by ina thick German
£eent.

What exactly is the eRockit?
5it an electric motorblke with
wedals Instead of a throttie? Or
5 it a bicycle with @ matarbike
notor? Well, ir's made mostly
rormn motarcycle parts rather than
sicycle parts [they trled It first with
yele parts but they weren't bulll
o take the stresses and strains),
fut you have 1o pedal to get
uywhere. Stefan calls It a human-
dectric hybrid matorcycle | think
he best way fo describe itisas a
wupercharged bicyele, You're not
soxed In Inslde a car but you're
sut in the open and getting some
sxercise, | feels like the bike s
nultiplying your own pedalling
ind turning It Into something
wperhuman. And thar's what
nakes it fun,

Stefan argues that machines
ike the eRockit are the vehicles
if the future. Yes, they're
myiranmentally friendly interms
of energy consumptian, Bul it's
nore than that, The appeal, he
;ays, is emational. The gasoline
spigine is a living thing,' he says,
with hundreds of moving parts,
t's exciting.” But it's alsp well
sver a century old and it's time it
noved over far samething else.

The eRocklt though is not aboul
‘o provide the answer 1o all aur
wlluting transpart problems
secause there is one big issue:
‘he cost. Stefan only hopes 1o sell
araund 15 this year, but the price
‘or each eRockit is €28,000, which
s nearly £25,000. Stefan is looking
‘o sell it to seriously rich peaple;
he kind of people, he says, who
already have a Ferrariand a
Harley-Davidson in the garage
and are looking [or something a
ait different. B

Schito cycle - The eRockit had to be made out of motorbike parts because bicycle parts just couldn’t take the strain
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